23 February 1 973 


Dear Harold: 

We had been studying the first Diane Turner letter, dated 
Feb. 2, trying to arrive at some coherent opinion, when the second one 
arrived yesterday in your 78. 

We feel unqualified to offer any opinion based on any of 
their content because we don’t know enough, except to agree very 
strongly with Lil that suspicion and the greatest possible caution 
are called for. Your letters show every evidence of this, yet show 
your usual compassion and sympathy along with your own brand of 
determination. l would assume the possibility that she may have been 
assigned to you, perhaps without knowing it. 

We have a question that may be important. Is she lefthanded ? 
-Lefties often write backhand in an effort to compensate for having to 
use a script designed by and for righthanded people. If she’s not 
lefthanded, then her use of the backhand indicates extreme rebelliousness 
usually seen only in the very young, such as adolescents. This is 
according to three handwriting analysis book 3 we have picked up at 
various times. They all agree that an older, supposedly mature person 
who is righthanded and still uses backhand is still nursing grudges;, 
rebelling in every way. 

Two other things appear to emerge from the handwriting in 
her first letter: According to the books, the firmly crossed lowercase 

T’s indicate great determination. And the carefully and meticulously 
Closed lowercase A8s and 0's show a very secretive and tightly 
guarded personality. On the whole, this first letter gave us the 
impression of a fiercely determined persons, a species of which we 
know a couple of samples very welll and would avoid as the plague had 
they not been able to channel their determination into something 
constructive. Both are quite intelligent but monumentally determined 
and are the kind of person we’d normally avoid if they were not on a 
more positive track than this girl seems to be. 

The handwriting in her second letter is staggeringly 
different. She begins backhanded, but in smaller script and with the 
T's crossed with considerable less ferocity. By the bottom of the page 
she is writing vertically, still smaller, and by page two has switched 
to a rather softly rounded little script suggestive of an innocent 
high school girl, in a mood she seems to stick to through to the end. 

I'm inclined to think this means one of two things: either 
she’s putting on some kind of a mood she herself may not fully 
understand, or she's lefthanded and a mere shift in position has 
changed her script. Back In the days when I was still writing by hand 
— taking notes and so on — before I got to the point where I couldn’t 
read my own writing half the time, I would find myself switching violently 
from one style of writing to another, although I never found backhand 
at all practical in spite of being lef fhanded . This switching was never 

caused by mood or anything like that, as far as I could tell, but usually 
by fatigue or by changing position to g^t more comfortable or something 
equally irrelevant, purely physical. 

It seems improbably that this will tell you anything, but 
may at least reinforce impressions you have arrived at via different 
routes. 

Best, ‘ 



